
Dear COSers, 

 

By mid-March, it was evident to anyone listening to public health officials that COVID-19 was a 

highly contagious virus. Thankfully, in response, Bishop Lee acted decisively and closed all 

Episcopal church buildings and suspended public gatherings ‘until further notice’.  

 

At that time, we hoped to be back in our buildings for the celebration of Easter, but as we’ve 

seen, COVID-19 is a public health crisis that requires thoughtful and steady precautions. In this 

email you will find an important note about the cancellation of this Saturday’s outdoor mass, as 

well as more information about our plans for resuming in-person worship. 

 

This Saturday’s Outdoor Worship: 

 

Sadly, because Chicago’s positivity rate for COVID-19 has been above 5% since late last week, 

the Reopening Taskforce has recommended we cancel this Saturday’s outdoor mass, and I 

concur. As much as I was looking forward to coming together this weekend, we need to 

prioritize the health of our parish and wider community. 

 

Our Plans for Safely Resuming In-Person Services:  

 

We continue planning to safely and gradually resume in-person worship services on Sunday, 

September 13. However, we will do so only if Chicago’s positivity rate is at 4.5% or lower. We 

will be monitoring the positivity rate in Chicago over the next several weeks as well as directives 

from Governor Pritzker, Mayor Lightfoot, and Bishop Lee, and will communicate any updates on 

our reopening plans. 

 

Our hope is that once we reopen for in-person worship, we will be able to remain open. 

However, we recognize that this crisis is fluid, and we will need to be flexible in an effort to 

prioritize public health in accordance with guidelines from the Diocese, city, and state. For 

COSers who have reservations of any kind about gathering in-person, and would prefer to 

worship from home, we will continue to provide online services. 

 

There will be a number of adaptations to our in-person services in an effort to keep parishioners, 

staff, and clergy safe, which are outlined below. We will begin the program year with one 

Sunday worship service, at 10 a.m., which will be limited to a maximum of 50 attendees.  

 

What to Expect at In-Person Services: 

 

Service Day & Time 

• Again, we are planning to begin the program year on Sunday, September 13 as long as 

Chicago’s positivity rate is 4.5% or lower. Beginning on September 13, and until further 

notice, there will be one Sunday worship service, at 10 a.m., which will be limited to a 

maximum of 50 attendees. 

 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/covid-dashboard.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/covid-dashboard.html


Preparing 

● Any parishioner wishing to attend worship in-person will need to make reservations in 

advance via the COS website or by calling the office at 773-549-3832 (x210). Doing so 

will help ensure we do not exceed 50 attendees and that we can practice accurate 

contact tracing. 

● Any parishioner who is not feeling well or experiencing COVID-19 symptoms should not 

attend in-person worship and instead worship with us online. 

Arriving 

● Masks are required and must be worn at all times when at COS. 

● There will be only one entrance into the sanctuary, via the red doors off of Fullerton. 

● Upon arrival, you will receive a bulletin and be directed to an open pew. Pews will be 

marked to ensure a safe distance between parishioners. 

Worshiping 

● All hymnals and prayer books have been removed from the sanctuary. Everything you 

need for the service will be included in the weekly bulletin. 

● Kneelers have also been removed from the sanctuary. If you wish to kneel during the 

service, a small number of disinfected kneelers will be available in the narthex. 

● All items have been removed from the children’s area, though the space itself may be 

used as long as appropriate social distancing is practiced. 

● We will pass the Peace with waves and bows, and without leaving our pews. 

● The Eucharist will be celebrated, but the congregation will only receive consecrated 

Bread. (It is church doctrine that the entire Body and Blood of Christ are contained in 

both the Bread and the Wine, and so in receiving only the Bread, one is receiving the 

entirety of Holy Communion.) 

● Unfortunately, due to the contagious nature of COVID-19, singing will not be allowed. 

The Mascari family will continue to record music each week, which will be played during 

our in-person service. 

● Parishioners will recycle their bulletins as they exit the sanctuary. There will be only one 

exit, via the doors leading out under the COS archway. 

Fellowship 

● There will be no Cookie or Coffee Hour after the service. If parishioners wish to visit with 

one another, they may do so on the front lawn while maintaining an appropriate physical 

distance. 

● All Christian formation programming will be virtual, and no activities will take place at 

COS on Sunday mornings. Katie will provide more information in a separate email. 

● Katie will be managing the gathering of other programs and ministries. More information 

to come. 

 

Again, any COSer who is not comfortable gathering for in-person worship should not feel 

pressured to do so and can continue to worship with us virtually.  

 

Wishing everyone a great rest of the summer,  

Brian 

https://www.chicagocos.org/reservations

