
Reopening Reflection  

From Fr. Anthony Vaccaro: As many of you have heard, Chicago has entered into Phase 3 of its 

reopening schedule as the COVID 19 infection rate seems to be declining or at least, it has 

plateaued. Included in Phase 3 is the provision for houses of worship to open their doors in order 

to resume limited services. Mayor Lightfoot has stipulated that services can take place with up to 

50 people in attendance while wearing masks and taking proper precautions. 

Out of an abundance of concern and safety for our wellbeing, Bishop Lee has asked each parish 

to develop a reopening plan to include the measures to assure that wellbeing during worship. 

After much discussion, we at COS have decided to take things a little more slowly than 

suggested by the city. This will help us as a community to move more comfortably through the 

work of reopening. New policies and procedures are being developed that will begin to redefine 

our use of our space and our worship in this era of the COVID-19 pandemic. This will have the 

added benefit of affording us with more time to observe “the curve” in hopes that it will go 

decidedly downward and reflect a lower rate of infection. A lower infection rate would mean that 

there would be a lower risk of infection and thus a much safer environment in which we can 

resume our worship with greater numbers in attendance. 

From the Rector: Anthony and I were part of a task force, called into being by the wardens, to 

design a re-opening plan for COS. As a medical doctor as well as a priest, Anthony’s voice 

ensures that we move ahead with a keen awareness of public health insights. The bishop is 

looking forward to receiving our plan, and we expect it will be approved. When that is 

accomplished, we will inform the entire congregation about how we at COS will be gradually re-

opening our church building along with the parish hall and rectory. 

All aspects of our parish life are much more seamless and straightforward when we are making 

use of our buildings and physically together. It is certainly second-best to constantly rely on the 

telephone and the internet for an experience of common worship and ministry, but we can also 

learn from this enforced time of social distancing for the sake of public health. Each COSer has a 

strong interior faith and each of us can recognize God at work in our lives in a variety of 

situations. Keep these moments alive in remembrance. It helps understand the ‘remembrance’ of 

the Eucharist itself. 

Check out the website for all the ways we’re staying in touch.  

The Rev. Brian Hastings 

 


